A HISTORY OF POLAND
prepared to concede personal service in return for
extensions of their privileges, Their first step was to
obtain a revival of the scjm or general Diet of Poland.
This first met at Piotrkow in 1493, the year following
John I/s ascension to the throne. There he signed a new
Constitution of twenty-four articles, prominent among
which was one exempting the szkchta from paying tolls
on their imports and exports. This involved practically
the whole trade of the country, since each noble was his
own merchant and there was little commerce otherwise.
Another article was designed to prevent the encroach-
ment of burghers on die landowning privilege, and
established the law that no extra-mural estates were to be
held by this class. This restriction was confirmed in a
more drastic shape at the next Diet, held in 1496.
By dint of such concessions, John Albert gathered a
force of 80,000 for his expedition against Moldavia,
which resulted, however, in disaster. The remainder of
his reign is wrapped in some obscurity. There appear to
have been complaints of the influence exercised over him
by his adviser and former tutor, the Italian Buonacorsi;
though Baiu in his able work, Slavonic Europe, holds
that the King's popularity and influence increased rather
than diminished in the latter years of his reign, in spite
of die failure of his military ambitions. Jolm I. died of
apoplexy in 1501, and the breach with Lithuania was
partly healed by electing Alexander to die throne of the
joint kingdoms. It was further established that hcnce-
fcrth the king of Poland should be, ipso facto, Grand Duke
ofLithuania.
In the latter capacity, Alexander had been engaged in
a dispute with the Muscovite Czar Ivan, who defeated
him at the battle of Wiedrosza. Ivan claimed the tide
and privilege of " Gosudar of all Russia/' which was
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